
 

 

 

 

Panelists Profiles 

 

Mercedes D’Alessandro 

Born in Posadas, she received a doctorate in Economics in Buenos Aires and is currently the 

National Director of Economy, Equality and Gender at the Ministry of Economy of Argentina. 

She taught at the University of Buenos Aires for more than fifteen years, mainly in the field of 

Epistemology of Economics where she led several research groups and publications. Former 

Director of the Political Economy Degree at the National University of General Sarmiento, she 

then resided abroad for more than 7 years, and in 2020 returned to Argentina to work at the 

Ministry of Economy and promote the gender agenda in economic policies. For the first time in 

the history of this Ministry, there is an institutional space to guide economic programming with 

a gender perspective, and Mercedes has the task to build it. 

She developed extensive work on disseminating economic knowledge. In 2015, while living in 

the United States, she launched the "Economía Femini(s)ta" website, where economic issues 

with a gender perspective are discussed, and quickly captured the attention of social media and 

put the discussion on the public agenda. In 2016 she published a book entitled “Economía 

feminista. How to build an egalitarian society (without losing glamour)”. In 2017 she participated 

in a book called “Is the future feminist?”, edited by Le Monde Diplomatique. In 2021, TIME 

magazine named her one of the 100 most influential emerging leaders for the future. 

 

Ernesto Murro 

Ernesto Murro is a former Minister of Labour and Social Security of Uruguay. He was President 

of the Social Security Bank of Uruguay between 2005 and 2015. President of the Ibero-American 

Social Security Organization (OISS) since 2012. Member of the Administrative Technical 

Committee of the Ibero-American Multilateral Agreement on Social Security, and Member of 

the government delegation in the Permanent Commission of the Multilateral Agreement on 

Social Security of Mercosur. 

Ernesto is also a member of the International Social Security Association (ISSA) and working 

groups on the protection of migrants in CIS countries (former USSR). He is a member of the Inter-

American Conference on Social Security (CISS). From 1992 to 2001 he was Director of the Banco 

de Previsión Social del Uruguay (Social Security Bank of Uruguay) representing workers, and a 

union leader as a worker in the wood industry from 1983 to 1992.  

 

Carlos Lupi 

Former Minister of Labour and Employment as well as Secretary of Transportation of Rio de 

Janeiro's City Hall. Also, Federal Constitutional Representative, grade 10 Interunion  



 

 

 

 

 

Parliamentary Advisory Department (Departamento Intersindical de Assessoria Parlamentar 

DIAP), Secretary of the State Government and first deputy of Senator Saturnino Braga. 

Born in Campinas (SP), Carlos Lupi has a degree in Administration, with a full degree in 

Administration, Economics and Accounting from the Centro Educacional de Niterói School 

(FACEN). As head of the Ministry of Labour, among his major achievements are the creation of 

approximately 10 million formal jobs with signed contracts, the defence of labour rights, the 

promotion of professional qualifications, constant dialogue with workers and employers, the 

law for working on Sundays, the strengthening of trade union centrals, and implementing the 

electronic  time clock system in Brazil which put an end to fraud against workers.  

As a member of the councils that manage the Seniority Guarantee Fund (FGTS) and the Workers' 

Support Fund (FAT), as Minister he proposed and managed to lower the interest rates charged 

to workers, at a time when interest rates in the economy were increasing. He also proposed and 

got the approval of actions aimed at greater investment in the productive sector and the 

creation of new lines of credit, such as the "pro-titular" FGTS  line of credit, which offers workers 

lower interest rates to finance the purchase of their homes. 

 

Rafael Freire 

Rafael Freire Neto is the current General Secretary of The Trade Union Confederation of the 

Americas (TUCA-CSA) where he previously served as Secretary for Economic Policy and 

Development. He was a leader of the Central Unica de Trabajadores (CUT) of Brazil, and General 

Secretary of the Southern Cone Trade Union Coordinating Body (CCSCS) 

 


